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Mrs. Sauers

I.
Each student who successfully completes this course will develop a collection of reading and 

writing strategies that can be applied to everyday living, demonstrating proficiency in reading assessment anchors, open-ended responses, informational and persuasive writing, and other skills defined in the PA Academic Standards for Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.  Students will also become familiar with and more proficient in reading and writing skills assessed on the PSSA and SAT exams and other standardized tests.

II.
Students are expected to bring the following items to class each day:  a pencil, paper, binder, assignments, handouts, and a positive attitude (A positive attitude goes a long way with me).  Students will also need to bring books when specified on the agenda.

III.  
Course Description



A.  Writing




1.  Grammatical and mechanical conventions



2.  Parts of speech




3.  Quality of writing





a.   Five domains of effective writing

b. Five steps of the writing process




c.   Paragraph development

d. Five-paragraph essay




e.   Peer-editing




4.  Modes of writing





a.   Narrative, descriptive, personal essay





b.   Informative




c.   Persuasive




5.  Library research skills


B.  Speaking and listening




1.  Participation in small and large group discussions and presentations




2.  Oral readings 



3.  Interviews and conferences




4.  Informal debates




5.  Evaluation of other speakers and media  


C.  Reading, analyzing, and interpreting literature and other writing

Students will have reading assignments in a variety of genres, both fiction 

and non-fiction and including poetry, drama, short stories, novels, articles,   

documents, and more. 
 IV.
Assessment

Many assignments will be completed or begun in class.  Students will have some reading or writing assignments to complete for homework; however, homework might not be assigned every day.  Assignments will be posted on my web page:  www.eastlycoming.net, select a school, high school, teachers, Sauers, L., 10th Grade English.

A. Notebook – Students will maintain a notebook for daily bellringers, handouts, notes, reading response, writing, and other assignments.  


B.  Formative and Summative Assessments

1. Quizzes are announced or unannounced and may be from notes, lectures, discussions, reading assignments, or vocabulary.



2.   Larger tests will be announced, and we will review material to be tested.



C.  Writing assignments – Students will write essays that are focused for different 

audiences and that will fulfill different purposes such as to persuade, inform, and analyze literature.  Students will publish some essays in class (on-demand).  Others may be revised and peer edited.  

D. Open-ended responses and other prompts from numerous reading assignments 

E. Sample PSSA and SAT-style reading and writing assignments/assessments

F. Class participation; Is it focused, positive, and informed?

G. Oral presentations

H. Small and large group discussions

I. Literature circle assignments and discussions

J. Homework & class work

K. Teacher observation

L. Projects

V.
Grading
Each graded assignment, quiz, test, project, etc., will be given a point value.  Exams, essays, presentations, and projects are weighted more heavily than other assessments.  Assignments that are graded with rubrics or checklists will have a corresponding point value for each score.  A percentage grade will be calculated by dividing the number of points earned by the total possible points at the end of each marking period.  

Points will be given for all prewriting and rough drafts of writing assignments.  Final drafts (take home or on-demand) will be weighted more heavily than practice assignments.

Short homework assignments that are not graded such as worksheets, study guides, and reading response notes, will be checked for completion. Much of the work is begun in class; however, students still earn points for having completed it 

Because students’ progress and understanding is assessed daily through discussion, observation, and class work, class participation is weighted heavily.  

VI.
Makeup/late work

On the day that you return from an excused, legal absence, hand in homework that was due while you were absent and see me to make up any quizzes or tests that you missed.    Incomplete work will result in a grade of zero.  Students must present a blue slip within three days following an absence.  A student who misses class for any reason is responsible for getting notes, assignments, etc. from a classmate or from the makeup folder upon returning to class. If you are absent on the day before a test, you will be expected to take the test with the class.  (Do not wait until the night before a test to study).  Exceptions will be made in the case of extended absences. 

Daily homework checks will not be accepted late.  Longer assignments such as essays will lose 20 points for each day that they are late.

 VII.
Discipline


A.  Classroom Rules

1.   Follow directions.

2.   Be seated, quiet, and prepared to work on time.

3. Respect others and their property.

*  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

*  No inappropriate language, teasing, put-downs, or negativity.




4.   Follow all school rules.


B.  Corrective Actions

1. Reminder

2. Stay after class and/or change seat

3. Phone parents

4. Classroom detention

5. School Detention

In the event that a student does not respond to these corrective actions, additional options may be arranged with the student and his/her parents.

VIII. Additional Assistance

            Students who need additional help with assignments or concepts are welcome and 

encouraged to see me before school.  I am available in the mornings from 7:15 AM to 7:45 AM.   My primary goal is to have a positive learning environment that fosters success.  Parents may contact me through voice mail at 570-584-5111 or e-mail at lsauers@elsd.org with questions or concerns.  Please sign below to indicate that you have read the course outline.  Thank you.
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