August 30, 2010

Dear students:

Each of your teachers has a specific idea of what is most important in the classroom.  The reason for this letter is to make my values and expectations clear. 

First, I value and expect quality.  This means that you take your time, focus on what is requested of you, and you take pride in your work.  There are many assignments that are not lengthy; they are ALL to be completed with conscientiousness and pride. Short assignments do not equal thoughtless, random completion.

I also value a strong, consistent work ethic.  This demonstrates academic maturity.  Consistency is important in every area in life.  Now is the time to begin to practice it and continue it.  Complete your work whenever requested and without excuse.  That means the following: come to class promptly with completed work in hand.  If the work is not complete when you come to class, you will receive credit for the quality of the work that you have completed.  If none of the homework is completed, you will receive no credit.

Quality work and a strong work ethic are supported by focus.  When you attend class, I expect you to focus on my class only.  I will allow NO OTHER ACADEMIC AREAS to be worked on in my class.  I will take the work, and you will not get it back.  If you have completed an in-class assignment and all of your work in my class has been taken care of, then you need to gain permission to work on something else.  At the same time, discussion in our classroom is to be limited to the subject at hand.  This focus allows us to move ahead fluently and logically.

Last, communication is THE most important tool in our classroom.  If you do not understand an area, communicate this to me.  Do not wait until an assessment to convey that you do not understand it.  A breakdown in communication leads to frustration, anger, and an “I give up” attitude.  There is no reason why we should not have clear and consistent communication.

Though I have clarified my values and expectations, I will probably be asking you to do the same in essay form.  I look forward to this, as it seems each year students’ values slightly change, and this information provides me with a closer glimpse of who you really are.  

Thank you, in advance, for your efforts this year, and do not hesitate to approach me BEFORE class with any concerns you may have.   

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lynnette Sauers

